
Catechetical Sunday

Living as Missionary Disciples: Right Where We Are

After nearly thirty years of owning homes with yards 
and fences in suburban neighborhoods, Michael and 
I moved into a condo. Ours is one of twelve units in 
a three-story building. We have neighbors above and 
below us, to our right and to our left. Half of us have 
lived in the building since it was built eleven years ago.

This year’s Catechetical Sunday theme, “Living as 
Missionary Disciples,” invites me to think about my 
neighbors. They include single moms and dads and 
their children, an elderly couple, two elderly women 
who are homebound, and single young adults. One 
neighbor’s parents are leaders in the local Salvation 
Army; another neighbor recently returned to the 
Catholic Church. An elderly neighbor continues to 
work through her anger at the church where she and her husband were once very active members, 
and for a short time our neighbors included a young family active in the Mormon Church.

In that twelve unit, three-story building—with its mix of people, life stories, joys, sorrows, 
worries, and blessings—Jesus calls Michael and me to live as missionary disciples. He calls us to 
be witnesses of the Good News of healing, help, support, encouragement, patience, mercy, and 
love. It is not hard to find opportunities to do so. An elderly neighbor needs cat food and milk 
on a snowy day. Another has locked herself out of her car and needs to use the phone to call for 
help. A neighbor sees our Saint Timothy choir totes and talks a bit about how he is Catholic but 
hasn’t been to church in a long time. Another knows we belong to Saint Timothy Parish, is inspired 
to return to the Church after many years away, and is finally confirmed. An elderly neighbor just 
needs to talk.

We may think of missionary discipleship in terms of traveling to faraway places to share the Good 
News. The longer I live where I do, I become more committed to seeking ways to share the Gospel 
with those right where I am, right where the Lord has put me, today, and in this moment.
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Catechetical Sunday

To live as a missionary disciple is to be attentive to those before you, beside you, to your left, 
and to your right. Missionary disciples listen to others’ stories, share in their sorrows, rejoice when 
others rejoice, and offer encouragement when it is needed. Missionary disciples share the Good 
News by speaking words of hope and healing, sharing a pot of soup, delivering a plate of cookies, 
shoveling a neighbor’s snowy walk, or inviting that neighbor to come to church. As catechists, a 
part of our witness to the children, adults, and families we minister to is to show them by our 
words and actions what it means to live as missionary disciples. By our example we encourage 
them—in their classrooms, workplaces, families, neighborhoods, and in the world—to live as 
missionary disciples too. 

Right now, today, and in this moment, what are your opportunities to be a missionary disciple? 
How and with whom will you share the Good News of Jesus Christ?

Holy Spirit,
open my eyes to see my neighbors—

those who are before me,
and those who are beside me;

those you have called me to teach,
and those you have called me to serve.

Give me wisdom to know
the words to say and the deeds to do

so that my neighbors may come to know
the Good News of Jesus Christ

through me.

Responding to the challenge of your servant, 
Pope Francis, 

help me each day to live as a missionary disciple 
by being involved, supportive, merciful, joyful,

and ever attentive to your guidance.

Amen.
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