
Several years ago I served as the music minister for a 
small parish located near the University of Cincinnati, 
Ohio. The choir was not large, but its members were 
dedicated to their ministry and made my work a joy.

In my second or third year at the parish, truly 
wonderful things began to happen. On a rainy Ash 
Wednesday night, as I was preparing for Mass, a 
couple came up to me and introduced themselves. 
The husband was a doctoral candidate at the 
university, and they had been walking around our 
parish neighborhood looking at apartments. They 
found an apartment just a couple of blocks from  
the parish and wanted to join both the parish and  
the choir. Carlos had a marvelous tenor voice and 
Basia was a terrific alto! But beyond their voices,  
they brought a beautiful spirit to the group.

Within a matter of months, a doctoral candidate in piano performance sat behind me at Mass and 
afterwards asked if she too could join the choir. We soon discovered that Chiyoon, who was here 
from South Korea, was also an accomplished singer and choral conductor. 

As time went on we were blessed with the gifts and talents of other university students—a 
doctoral candidate in music composition who was both a singer and a clarinetist, a candidate 
in music history who was a beautiful first soprano and a violinist, a master’s degree candidate in 
percussion performance, and a wonderful young woman who was studying costume design. 

I think of each of them as I reflect on the invitation of this year’s theme, Enlisting Witnesses for 
Jesus Christ. Seven young men and women—each far from family and home—witnessed to us by 
offering their marvelous gifts and talents to our humble choir. And we in turn witnessed to them 
by offering prayers, support, encouragement, and presence. We provided rides, food, and help 
with moves. We celebrated graduations, birthdays, the holidays, engagements, marriages, and the 
births of babies. We provided food for recital receptions and cheered the students on when their 
families were unable to travel in order to attend their performances. 
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Witnesses for Jesus Christ see the needs of others and do what they can to meet those needs. 
Seven college students witnessed to us and made our shared ministry stronger and more effective. 
In turn, we witnessed to them and helped them know that the love of Jesus Christ is real and that 
we can always place our hope and trust in him.

Perhaps one of the invitations of this year’s Catechetical Sunday theme is to stop and consider 
those whom we can enlist to help us in making the love and the presence of Jesus Christ visible 
and real to others. Is there a neighbor who needs help with yard work or meals or errands? Can 
neighbors work together to meet those needs? Is there a family whose parent is out of work? 
Can other families assist with providing groceries, baby-sitting, rides to interviews, and prayerful 
support? Is there a need at the parish for more volunteers to prepare a meal for the homeless? 
Can your family or a group of your friends work together to prepare such a meal?

Right now, today, and in this moment, what are your opportunities to be a witness for Jesus 
Christ? Who will you invite to help you in your efforts to share his Good News of compassion, 
mercy, and love?

Lord Jesus,
guide me in my efforts
to be a witness for you
to my family members,

my friends, my neighbors,
and all whom you have called me to serve.

Help me work with others
to share your Good News
in practical and real ways.

Amen.
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Mary Sellars Malloy recently retired from her position as Project Manager for RCL Benziger.  
She continues to lead parish missions, retreats, and workshops.  

Her hope is to encourage Catholics of all ages to appreciate and to live their faith. 


