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Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
                      Christ is truly risen.  Alleluia!   

The Church’s liturgical year continues with the joyful celebration of the Fifty 
Days of the Easter season. RCL Benziger invites you to celebrate this season 
with prayers, activities, and teachings about the saints and solemnities in 
the Church’s calendar from Easter Sunday through Pentecost Sunday. Here 
are some suggestions and user-friendly resources to enrich your classroom 
activity during the Easter season.  

The liturgical year section of your textbook contains specific lessons on 
the Easter season, including Pentecost Sunday. In addition, take time to 
tell the stories of the season’s saints. Celebrate the Saints and Solemnities 
of the 2017 Easter Season highlights this information for you, suggests a 
specific prayer for each of the highlighted days, and provides you with a list 
of where you can find the stories of these saints in RCL Benziger parish and 
school textbooks. In addition, go to SaintsResource.com.

If you began Lent with the celebration of the Burying the Alleluia prayer, 
you will want to begin the Easter season by celebrating Preparing the Easter 
Prayer Table and Welcoming the Alleluia. Prepare for a season’s worth of 
classroom prayer by opening Easter days with the creation and blessing of 
Prayer Collages. As spring days continue, be sure to celebrate The Blessing of 
Seeds. Each of these activities is appropriate for all grade levels.  

May is the month to honor the Blessed Virgin Mary. Plan to celebrate Mary 
by Adorning an Image of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Pray the rosary and sing 
some of the beautiful Marian hymns in your classroom prayer.  

You can also enrich your classroom prayer celebrations by going to 
BeMyDisciples.com and exploring Called to Prayer: Morning Prayer/Easter 
Season, Evening Prayer/Easter Season, and Seasonal Prayers/Easter 
and Pentecost.

Easter Resources

Note:  Celebrate this prayer at the beginning of your first 
class session after Easter Sunday. 

PREPARATION

 1.   Gather a white cloth for the prayer table covering, 
a bowl of holy water, the treasure chest or box 
containing the Alleluia banners(s) or scroll(s), a 
Bible or Lectionary for Masses With Children, a 
candle (if allowed), fresh flowers, colored eggs, 
and other appropriate Easter season symbols.

 
 2.  Gather rhythm instruments and noisemakers.

 3.   Read over the prayer outline in order to be sure 
of the best option for your circumstance.

PRAYER

     To Begin 
        Option 1:  If you “buried” the Alleluia prior to Lent, 

invite the children to process in quiet 
to the place where you did so.  Ask 
the children if they know why they 
are gathering in this spot today.  Then, 
remove the treasure chest, box, or 
container from its “burial place” before 
continuing with the prayer.

   Note:  You will need to have on hand the 
rhythm instruments, and all items for the 
prayer table.  These will be carried in the 
procession back to the prayer table.

        Option 2:  If you displayed your closed/locked 
treasure chest, box, or container on the 
Lenten prayer table, simply make sure 
that you have it available for the prayer.

     

     
     To Continue 
        1.  Have the children form a line for a procession.  

Give them the rhythm instruments and items 
to be placed upon the prayer table, including 
the treasure chest, box, or container with the 
Alleluia(s) or scroll(s).

        2.  Invite the children to process to the Easter 
season prayer table using these or similar 
words:

          CHRIST IS RISEN!  ALLELUIA!
         LET US GO FORWARD SINGING OUR EASTER 

PRAISES AND MAKING A JOYFUL NOISE 
UNTO THE LORD!

   Lead, or have a student lead the procession 
to the prayer table.  Sing an Easter psalm or 
song as you process (but not the Alleluia), and 
encourage the children to make a joyful noise 
by playing their instruments and joining in the 
singing.

        3.  As the class arrives at the prayer table, motion 
for the children to gather around.  Invite them 
to quiet themselves, and then lead the setting 
of the table with the following or similar words.  
After the words are spoken, encourage the 
children to rejoice by playing their instruments.

                      LET US DRESS OUR EASTER TABLE IN WHITE,
                      THE COLOR OF THIS EASTER SEASON OF JOY.

        (The white cloth is placed on the prayer table.)           

PREPARING THE EASTER 
PRAYER TABLE AND 
WELCOMING THE ALLELUIA
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Easter Resources

This activity/prayer is based on a suggestion from 
Be My Disciples.  Since the Easter season is all about 
unpacking the mysteries of the Sacraments, it is a 
great Easter season classroom activity and it provides 
a foundation for Easter season classroom prayer.  It is 
appropriate for all ages and grades.

Creating the Prayer Collages

 1.   Brainstorm with the children several focuses 
around which they can center their prayer 
during the weeks of Easter (peace, joy, love, new 
life) OR review with them the Church’s Prayer 
of the Faithful focuses of:  the Church and her 
leaders; the world and its leaders; those in need; 
the intentions of the gathered community 
(themselves!); and the sick and those who have 
died.

        2.   If brainstorming with the group, list their ideas 
on the board.

        3.   Distribute poster paper, glue or tape, scissors, 
and magazines that are filled with pictures of 
people in a variety of circumstances.  (Note:  If 
you are going to use the Church’s Prayer of 
the Faithful focuses, you will need some old 
religion textbooks or Catholic magazines and 
publications containing pictures of Church 
leaders, the People of God at prayer or in service 
to the world, and actual churches.)

        4.   Have the children work in small groups, and 
assign each small group one of the prayer 
focuses.  Invite each group to make a collage 
about the prayer focus assigned to it.  (You may 
wish to play quiet instrumental music as the 
groups work on their prayer collages.)

Concluding Prayer 
        1.   When all have completed their collages, gather 

the groups around the prayer table, and ask 
students to hold their collages high enough for 
all to see.

        2.   Offer a prayer, using the following or similar 
words:

       God of all,
                    you call us to pray for your people 

throughout the world.

                    May these prayer collages remind us 
 to be faithful in prayer

                   during the Easter days to come.

                   We ask this through Christ our Lord.
                   Amen.

       3.   Conclude the prayer by inviting each group to 
lay its collage on or near the Easter prayer table.  
Sing an Easter Alleluia or a Prayer of the Faithful 
response such as, “O Lord, hear our prayer.”

 4.   Throughout the Easter season display one collage 
each week, and have the group pray for the 
people or situations represented by the “prayer 
collage of the week”.

PRAYER COLLAGES
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Easter Resources

INTRODUCTION
The Book of Blessings (Copyright © 1989, The Order 
of St. Benedict, Inc.) offers the Order for the Blessing of 
Seeds at Planting Time (see Book of Blessings 986-1006).  
The following is an adaptation for use in the religious 
education or Catholic school classroom setting.

Preparing to Pray
Before celebrating the blessing, decide whether you will 
ask students to bring seed packets or seedlings to class, 
or if you will provide a packet of seeds or a seedling for 
each child in your class.

Arrange the seed packets or seedlings on the Easter 
prayer table, along with some of the hand tools needed 
for planting (trowel, garden gloves, watering can, etc.).

Choose a song about creation that is familiar to the 
children.  Practice the song before celebrating the 
blessing.  Suggestions include:  the refrain of Canticle 
of the Sun (Haugen/GIA), For the Beauty of the Earth 
(traditional), All Things Bright and Beautiful (traditional), 
Let All Creation Sing Alleluia (Tate/World Library 
Publications), or the refrain of All the Earth (Deiss/World 
Library Publications).

The Blessing

Introductory Rites

Gathering hymn of your choosing

Sign of the Cross

 Leader: In the name of the Father,
   and of the Son,
   and of the Holy Spirit.
 ALL: AMEN.

Words of Introduction

 Leader:  Today we will ask God’s blessing on 
the seeds (the seedlings) before us, 
knowing that the plants they will 
produce will bring beauty to the earth 
and food to our tables.

    Let us first listen to God’s Word about 
seeds and growing.

The Word of God

Gospel Acclamation  Sing a Gospel Acclamation 
(Alleluia) known by your students.

Scripture Reading: Matthew 13: 31-32
    Parable of the Mustard Seed

    OR

    Mark 4: 26-29
     The Seed and the Kingdom of 

God

Reflection:  Invite the children to share what they 
think is the message of the Gospel 
passage.

    Invite them to consider why the Gospel 
passage they heard is appropriate for 
the blessing of seeds.

    Challenge them to consider what kinds 
of seeds they plant by their words and 
actions each day (seeds of kindness, joy, 
hope, love, faith, etc.).

    

THE BLESSING OF SEEDS
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Easter Resources

PREPARATION
May is traditionally a month in which Catholics honor 
Mary by praying the rosary, celebrating May Crowning, or 
gathering for prayer in her honor.  

The following prayer is appropriate for classroom use.  
You will need:

 •   A statue, picture, or image of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
OR multiple images of Mary representing many 
cultures 

 •   A designated prayer table OR a special corner of your 
classroom designated as a place of honor

 •  Candles (if allowed)

 •  Fresh flowers (invite the children to bring flowers) 

 •  A basket of rosaries on or near the display

Introductory Rites

Begin by gathering the class around the prayer table or 
designated place of honor.  Invite students to hold the 
image(s) of Mary, candles, flowers, and basket of rosaries 
until it is time to place them on the prayer table.

Gathering Song  Lead the young people in singing 
a refrain or song in honor of Mary.

Sign of the Cross:

  Leader: In the name of the Father,
    and of the Son,
    and of the Holy Spirit.
  ALL:  AMEN.

Introduction:

  Leader:  Catholics honor Mary as Christ’s 
mother, as the Mother of the 
Church, and as the Church’s 
greatest Saint.

     What else do you know about 
Mary?

    (Invite responses from the group.)

    May is a special month in the   
    Church to honor Mary.

     Let us open our hearts to hear 
Mary’s words of joy and praise 
taken from the Gospel of Luke.

The Word of God

Gospel Acclamation:  Sing a Gospel Acclamation 
(Alleluia) familiar to the children. 

Gospel Reading:  Luke 1: 42-50 (or, for younger 
children, Luke 1: 46-50)

Reflection:   Invite the group to respond to the 
following questions:

    •   Why did Mary rejoice in God?
    •    What causes you to rejoice in 

God?

ADORNING 
AN IMAGE 
OF THE 
BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY
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http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/2017_SaintsSolemnitiesOfEaster.pdf
http://saintsresource.com/
http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/2017_PrepareEasterPrayerTable_WelcomeAlleluia.pdf
http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/2017_TheBlessingOfSeeds.pdf
http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/2017_AdorningImageBlessedVirginMary.pdf
http://www.bemydisciples.com/
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Finally, you are invited to take advantage of these other free reproducible  
activities to enliven the celebration of the Easter season in your classroom.  

 Our Easter Word  (primary) 

 Easter Butterflies  (primary) 

 Mary, Queen of Heaven  (primary) 

 An Easter Commentary  (upper elementary and junior high) 

 Our Lady  (upper elementary)

 The Spirit’s Presence  (upper elementary and junior high) 

RCL Benziger wishes you a very blessed Easter season.  

Christ is risen! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Come, Holy Spirit, Come! 

Alleluia! 

Our Easter Word

Our Easter Word

Find the hidden Easter word in this stained-glass window.

Use these colors to find the letters of the word.

1 = yellow    2 = blue    3 = green    4 = purple
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Easter Butterflies

Easter Butterflies
The words in the butterflies celebrate Christ’s Resurrection.

Unscramble the letters in each butterfly.

The words at the top of the page will help you.

Write the words in the spaces under each butterfly. 

On the lines below, tell how you would thank God for his gift of new life.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Mary, Queen of Heaven

Mary, Queen of Heaven
Mary is the Mother of God and the Mother of the Church. 
Mary is the Queen of Heaven.

Color the picture of Mary. Take it home 
and pray the Hail Mary with your family.
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An Easter Commentary

An Easter Commentary
We celebrate Easter for seven weeks. God has raised Jesus from the dead!
Alleluia! What great Good News!

You have been asked by a major television network to write a sixty-second
news commentary that will tell millions of viewers the meaning of a part of
the story of Easter. Look up the following Gospel accounts about the Easter
events. Choose one account and write your sixty-second commentary
on another sheet of paper. Be sure to include directions for visuals and
actions to be used on the screen. Share your commentary with your
class or group.
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Our Lady

Our Lady
Circle the words that relate to the Virgin Mary.
Words may be vertical, horizontal, or on a diagonal.
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The Spirit’s Presence

The Spirit’s Presence
The Easter Season ends with the celebration of 
Pentecost Sunday, the day the Church recalls the  
coming of the Holy Spirit to the disciples and the day  
we call the birthday of the Church. 
If a reporter from a Christian magazine followed  
you around for a day, what signs of the Holy Spirit’s 
presence would the reporter observe? Complete the 
reporter’s observations.
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I observed:

I saw the following signs of the Holy Spirit’s presence:

I observed:

I saw the following signs of the Holy Spirit’s presence:

I observed:

I saw the following signs of the Holy Spirit’s presence:

http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/2017_OurEasterWord.pdf
http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/2017_EasterButterflies.pdf
http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/2017_MaryQueenOfHeaven.pdf
http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/2017_AnEasterCommentary.pdf
http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/2017_OurLady.pdf
http://rclbenziger.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/2017_TheSpiritsPresence.pdf

